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A Candidate Guide to CfE Higher
At Higher Level, you will work on 2 Units. 
1. Understanding Language This is about your ability to READ AND LISTEN to written and spoken French or Spanish.
2. Using Language This is about your ability to TALK and WRITE in  French or Spanish.
All of the assessments for these Units will be carried out and marked by your teacher and may also be checked by someone from outside the school. You teacher will build up a bank of EVIDENCE to show that you have passed the units.
What if I don't pass an assessment?

You will normally have the opportunity to retake a test on one or, in exceptional circumstances, two occasions, after you have done some extra work and have been given some more help or advice on how to improve your performance.

At Higher you will also sit EXTERNAL EXAMS and these will assess READING, LISTENING, TALKING and WRITING.
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EXTERNAL EXAMS:

Component 1 — question paper: Reading and Writing    
This question paper will have 40 marks (40% of the total mark).
This question paper has two Sections.
Section one, titled ‘Reading’, will have 30 marks.
You will read a text in the modern language. You will respond to questions in English by using English (20 marks). You will also do a translation of an underlined section (10 marks). You may use a dictionary and glossary (if appropriate). 
Section two, titled ‘Directed Writing’, will have 10 marks.
You will be able to choose between 2 scenarios (covering 2 of the 4 contexts). You will produce one written text in response to a stimulus supported by 4 bullet points which you must address. You may use a dictionary. Write around 120-150 words 
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Component 2 — question paper: Listening & Writing   
This question paper will have 30 marks (30% of the total mark).

This question paper has two Sections.
Section one, titled ‘Listening’, will have 20 marks.

You will listen to one monologue (8 marks) and one conversation (12 marks) in the modern language. You will answer questions in English and respond in English.
Section two, titled ‘Writing’, will have 10 marks.
You will produce a piece of writing linked to the theme of the listening. You will be given a selection of stimulus questions to guide your response. You may use a dictionary. Write around 120-150 words.

Component 3 — performance: Talking

The performance will have 30 marks (30% of the total mark).

You will deliver a presentation in French or Spanish. You will take part in a natural, spontaneous conversation with your teacher in French or Spanish. The presentation and conversation will be from one of the following contexts: society, learning, employability, and culture.
· The presentation should last between 1.30 and 2 minutes. (10 marks)

· The conversation should last between 4.30 and 6 minutes. (15 marks)
· Natural element (5 marks)
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So what can you do to help yourself in this course, in addition to doing the work set by your teacher?

· Learn vocabulary related to the themes and topics on a regular basis

· Use online resources and activities – eg www.languagesonline.org.uk, BBC Languages, BBC  Bitesize ,Scholar
· Read as much in the foreign language as you can
Take responsibility for your OWN learning and enjoy it 
The table below outlines suggested development of the four contexts:

	Society
	Family and

Friends


	Becoming an adult/new family structure/

marriage/partnership/gang

culture/bullying/social influences and pressures.



	
	Lifestyle


	Teenage problems, e.g. smoking, drugs, alcohol.



	
	Media 
	Impact of the digital age.



	
	Global languages 
	Minority languages and their importance/association with culture.



	
	Citizenship 
	Global citizenship/democracy/

politics/power.



	Learning
	Learning in

context


	Understanding self as a learner, eg learning styles/importance of language learning.



	
	Education 
	Advantages/disadvantages of higher or further education, choosing a  university/college, lifelong learning.



	Employability
	Jobs
	Getting a summer job, planning for future jobs/higher education, gap year, career path, equality in the workplace.



	
	Work & CVs
	Preparing for a job interview/importance of

language in global contexts, job opportunities.



	Culture  
	Planning a trip
	Taking a gap year

Working abroad (mobility)

Travel



	
	Other countries 
	Living in a multicultural society/stereotypes/

prejudice and racism.



	
	Celebrating a

special event


	Social influences on/importance of traditions,

customs and beliefs in another country



	
	Literature of

another

country


	Literature — analysis and evaluation



	
	Film and

television
	Studying the media of another country
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